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(/hi nights ami days around each ottMT spin 
And we, like planets, end as we bcuin. 
Our feel are on I he heads id' those t hat 

pimd. 

And as I lie cradle erics, the graves aM irrin. 

Why drinkesl tttm tlie fountain id' Belief f 
Why seekesl at I lie Saki's door relief? 

A lie jmbibed, a thousand lies will In I. 

And in ll ml. thyself will come to j;rii'f. 

■ 

lluw at around the well my soul would 
trrope 

Athirst; lint lo, my pail was without rope; 

I fried for water, and the deep, dark well 
Ki hoed my trailing cry. hut not my hope. 

A church, a temple, or a Kaba st 

Koran or Bible, or a Martyr s hone — 

All these and more my heart can tolerate, 
Since my religion now is love alone. 

To all humanity 0 consecrate 
Thy heart, and shun the thousand sects 
that prate 

About the thing! they little know about: 
Let all receive thy pity. love, or hate. 

These superstitions, sacred books and 
creeds. 

These culls and myths ami other- noxious 

weeds— 

So many 'ies are ej»wned In every age 



While truth beneath the tyrant's heel still 
bleeds. 

Or wed thyself to reason and behold 
the snakes of persecution (yoang of old 

Around thee hissing. pohVoning the well 
i>! life's dev. lion trticl their nets unfold. 

Hum not the beast. < >. he thou more 
humane. 

Since hunted here nor hunted long remain; 

The smallest grot a life has in it which 
Thou eansl not take without inflicting pain. 

My goal's the grave, my hours are my good 

slee.l ; 

My life the cad on which I blindly speed: 

A little while and then the one unseen 
Strikes, and behold! I'm b it a saple*- 
weed. 

''A hell," some shriek; its lire tho' 1 do 

know- 
Is set b> evil deeds, that in it blow; 

Our bells we make ami unmake as we 
live— 

c lemea that smoke and burn will warm 
and glow, 

I even Sultans will to day ret 111 n 

Ami, ehaneing, serve us as a eofljse urn; 

Perehanee remolded to a pot, and then 
Drink- from it whoso wishes in his turn. 
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Criticism on 

Church and State in Accord.— Priest and Politician Exchange 
Votes and Influence for Legislation.— Brains 
and Superstition at War. 



PART 11. 
i My Judge Parish B, Ladd.) 

A! Ihis time, as never before. I hi' stritV lor rtfoni is men- 
acing all il riea in polities tod religion. The latter is worn oat, 

the latter is Borrnpt. The | pie are raj.. led by the me an. I 

robbed by the other. Tin- time lias passed when thinking men 
revere institutions simply because they are old an. I have been 
accepted as the ttaodard of justice, troth an. I virtue, Braina 
end superstition are m war. while political robbery eon no 
bager he reilod under the guise of patriotism. In tbe mm 

Inline lies the hal I le-liehl, on whose crimson plains I he slrit'ti 

tor religious ami political liberty moat soon he Fought. 

The ehurefa anil slate in America, so far as the Driest ami 

politicise have the powor, are in accord. The priests. Protest* 
nuts snd Catholic, are trading their votes end their influence 

in exchange for legislation to BOppOli the crumbline fabric of 

eeeleaisstieistn. Both parties are striving for power; both are 

li I winking the rabble; naturally, they hate each other. The 

religious man is not a natural politician, ami the politician 

takes m. -.lock in religion, other than what is necessary t n- 

tinna him in ofloa 
So tar. I have presented two distinct subjects, but si tbe load 

is too heavy for one article, civil government mufti now SOUS 
to tbe front. 

Kvery man in I slate of nature baa nnbwnded liberty to da 

what he daenca right. Right ami wr ng ire lamely < rsntionaL 

Mankind, if left in a slate « f nature, WOUld ever remain at a 

standstill. Social relations arc Inb rn; tine alone is necessary 

to dsvslop them. An ass.ciali n of individuals cannot exist in 

peace with nit the adoption of ruiss for the rsgalatJ »f son- 
duel between its I nbeis. ll.wever simp'e the,c rules, they 

are the ^riiis of government i as the members of any such com- 
munity increase, their bus 'in M relations increase cm res| ding- 

ly; to meet this, rules of conduct must increase i . meet en- 
larged .leman.ls. 

No government .-an exist without the surrender of some of 
man'- naiural rights; these arc given up for governmental pro- 
tection in all others. While civilisation cannot exist without 
some kind of government, that govsrnmsnl which tsvsi the 
the grsetesl ■mount of natural liberty for its eitissns, ami 

•jives the greatest amount of protection at the least expense. is 

the best government This should constitute the foundation of 

every g I government, ami this <|iiesli f how much each 

man's naiural liberty is necessary to be given for protection in 
all else, should he left to the c unts to determine. If I e has 

been demanded by the legislature than was absolutely necessary 

lor the public good, I he coiirls should declare the act void, at 
kMUl M |,, I he excess. The i ill erfcreiice by I he judiciary on 

i Ins ground has never been ingrafted on a singls government 

0 f 1 1,,, world. This mice gained, I he i pie would have a 

government such as all writers on government concede to he 
aaarly perfect, 



Government 

We here ask, how far .1 les any -overiimenl comply with this 

salutary rule. Not one. Every government, as now carried 

mi. is ;i failure; none more so than our own. Intelligence in 

governmental sffsirs, coupled with honesty, is indispensable 
in good government. As very lew possess this intelligence, this 
lew are incapable of carrying on any government. In every sys- 
tem where i.u nine is allowed I . predominate, corruption and 

failure are inevitable, 'I hiii our federal, state and municipal 
government! have proven defective will hardly be questioned, 

other than by I hose whose interests lie in the wake i.f our 

present corrupt system. The politician is saiisiid ; the tax- 
payer is being robbed, and ihis system of robbery is steadily 
on tbe increase. 

The word government, as bow applied, is ■ detestable term, 
li sign li.s just what it is in .praciice, a few political dema- 
gogues ruling ami despoiling the many. 

"There is scarcely any subject." says Win. Edward H. 
Lccky, "mi which the best men in America are so fully sgrecd 
as I he absolute n e c e ssity of put I ing an end In t he spoils sysl cm. " 

••It American life is ever to be purified from corruption," says 
Mr. :i. Oilmore, "the spoils system must he eradicated.' "The 

postal service in 1800 had in its employ 112,800 men. This 
service, much of il uncalled lor, has become." says Mr. Curtis, 
"a drilled and disciplined army, whose living depends on carry- 
ing; elections at any cost lor the party which controls il. Tlrs 

serviec was used by Mr, K< sevelt both in hi> sc. 1 election 

and in the nomination and election of his successor, wher ir- 
ruption in her scarlet robes unblusbingly stalked the public 
streets." "The government of American cities," says Mr. 

Hrvce, "is the tine conspicuous failure of the United Slates 

Extravagance, corruption ami mismanagement," says he, "are 

the rule, and this rule prevails in all the chief towns until 

ieipal debts have risen to colossal dimensions.*" "Prom 

lKtill to 1HHII." lays an American writer, "the debts of the 

cities of the Uni in rose from about $160,000,000 to 0682,000,000. 

Prom i860 to 1875, tbe increase of debt* in eleven of our 

cities was over 'J7o per cent; increase of taxation 150 per sent, 
while the increase of population was but 70 per cent. 

The hoard of Commissioners <>f tbe City of New York, in 1H7»>, 
after lull investigation, reported that more than one-half of all 
the then debts of the cities of tbe United suites was the direct 

result of Corrupt misrule. 

Mr. Bryce says that political dishonesty, bribery and rascality 
in general prevail to ■ large extent in all our Isgislotnrea 

Mr. Leeky says: "Il is universally admitted thai lb'' Capitol 

at Washington, during sessions of Congress, is a nest of in- 
Iriguss ami machinations, schemea to plunder the people. The 

principal method is bribery, though no one can tell the extent 
of bribery there going on." Referring I" the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company, he tells iis, what son f us remember, that 

+4,818,0011 was expended to influence Congressional legislation; 

thai the membeis of both I ses were implicated, ''Direct 

bribery," sn.vs Mr. Itryce, "ov er live per cent of I he members 

of Congress, or an sverage Slate legislature, who ore influenced 

in this way." This per cent, while il might lure been high 

enough when Mr. Bryce wrote, is far low now, when pecu- 
lation, bribery, absconding With public monies, recklessness, cx- 

travagai and plunder of the public, ire about all we read 

of sl this lime in SOD lion with official life. 
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All iliis rascality is just what might be expected in ■ govern- 
ment earned on by ■ gang of incompetent political demagogues, 
para democracy gone to wed and the Mad rotten. The «>l<l 

Soman republic, falling to pieces, may soon baeonu t 

history. Nothing hut our unbounded resources haw kepi us 
from utter bankruptcy nr rcvolntion, for no other peop.e wen 
ever so plunderedi 

since our civil war, political corruption luis pent** rated evcrj 
ere vice, nook ami corner, at ilu* north, of our political system', 
federal, state ahd municipal' nor has the entire Hoath escaped 
ihf contagion. Ii baa become so common, and or so every-day 
occurrence) thai the people arc no longer shocked at it. but 
rather look on it as a matter of course. 

Tin' taxpayers air being robbed on all sides by incompetent 
ami dishones! politician's, until it is haul to Bnd a clean spol In 
the whole political fabric. With all this rascality ami plunder 
staring us in the tan'. Mr. Tat't. jtxsl entering office, siys the 
government must have more money, •more grinding iftusl be 
resorted tol 111 has never occurred to this nsophitc that the 
government sboBld cut down salaries or reduce the heedless 
force now engaged, mostly in drawing salaries to feed dr - 

In ordei that the reader may better understand our Repnfa 
liean system ■ ■ r government, a brief Una of statistics will bars 
he in order. From the Statesman Near Book) I lake the fol- 
lowing 

In IfOO our population was 76,903,387 

1004 Federal government expenditures $060,767,064 

(005 Federal government expenditures (727,474,21)0 

In WO expenses of the several Slates ami their 

manicipalitiea were 6470j851,927 

federal expenses mm late 346,331,600 

Stale ami municipal over federal 6124,330,027 

We have no Statistics of the several Stales ami their munic- 
ipalities since 1660. In 1605 Federal sxpensea reached 
1)1725,084,045. Assuming, as are may. that the increase id' the 
expenses of ihe several States ami municipalities have kept paee 
with the increase id' Federal expenditures, our 80,000,000 people 
an- now being ia\ed over 11,800,000,000 per annum. One 
billion, eight hundred millions of dollars our people are now 
paying as taxes for the luxury of government for .1 single year. 

This we pay in exchange for the promise by our several gOV» 

ernmenis of protection of our lives ami our property, How far 
this promise of protection is carried out. let the daily newspaper 
reports of murder) robbery, burglary, theft (private ami official), 
ami leaser crimes answer. All these things we gel for the luxury 
• d' living iii a so-called republic, in a government where the few 
rule, ami the many an fooled by the demagogue's appeal i" 



patriotism, to hush the cry of discontent while the wily poli- 
tical plunderer goes marching on. 

Pensions That Grow With the Death of the Pensioners. 

A new system of mathematics now presents iis" . for the ac- 
tion of our Congress ami President, that they an experts in 

this line. 110 one will doiiht when he has fairly Investigated th' 
mailer. It may he classed as the Higher Mat hen latH-s.— rules I 1 

known only to Congressmen ami their aids. Under the otdaeYry 
rule of figures, after a great war. where the veterans are 

pensioned as in this country, the list of survivors ami their 
claims should he the ureal est at the Marl: as they die "If the 
number* should decrease, us well as the amount of the pensions; 
hut under !!'•• new Congressional rule, the old rules are reversed. 

The longer the lima and the more deaths, the greater the list of 
soldien, ami the sjon money is esq ircd in pay them, 

Sh rtly alter the Close of our t'ivil war. where the most f 
our pensions come from, our government had on its hands all 
of the soldiers who survived that war. who were invited to tile 
their claims. With alaeiily all rushed to pul in their claius. 
■<mong th in many who had in mi way. directly or indirectly, 
bean connected with the war. hut all the HUM a fat gooae was 
to he picked, so all cenccivahlc claims were Bled, The mailer 

was sent to a commission of highly creditable men to take evi- 
dence ami report who were ami who were not en I it led to pen* 

simis. After a lony time, that body made i's report, teeom- 
mending all to pensions whose e'aima possessed n •••it : others 
were rejected ; ; s without merit, or fraudulent. AM who were 
found to have merit by this commission passed on to the roll 
of pensi iiers; hut the ones rejected wanted a piece of the 
gooae. So they, in their several districts, appaa'ed to their 
Congressmen. A way to steal pensions ami keep the Congress* 
man in oflee was found. The Congraaamer were t > pull the 

strings, while the client was to work al hone to keen the t'oii- 
glOSS III II in their places . All was now ready to p ill together, 
hut the claimants were not to prom too many at one time, in 

1 id 1 lo a 1 o il the suspicion of graft. Il look both Horses of 
Congiess ami Ihe approval of the President lo make these graft 
hills law. We shall see later on how this was done. 

By this system of hocus-pocus, the pensioners ami the pen- 
sions continued to increase from a few mill] ns of dollars, when 
nearly all the *■ Idiers were living, lo over 1 101 ,000,000 when 
nearly nil are dead. It has now been over a half century sine- 
the alcac of that war, when hut a handful of the ■ (diem are 
living; bul with nearly all dead the advance in pensions has 
never ceased, the last one being a little over *1 til .0 111,000. 

(Continued next week.) 



MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



i By I hr. A. ilausnian, i 

Defining progress by comparing the present condition 
of ilu- people with the state of society a hundred your- a:", 
hc found thai ii consists in an enormous increase of ma- 
terial production ami consequent facilities for the suste- 
nance ami enjoyment <<( life ami in greater estimation of 
personality, the result of progressive ideas. It Rectus plaus- 
ible thai mechanical improvements whose a Ivantagea are 
plain and obvious, slu.nl. I be adopted sooner Man abstract 



deduct ion- nf science. To understand the advantage a 
railroad "Her- over the old method of tranaportati n, 'loos 
mo require great iutelleot, the difference can be directly 
expressed in dollan ami cents, Inn to appreciate a scientific 
discovery, which lias m> immediate bearing upon pecuniary 
affairs, requires an intellectual effort ■ t' which many are 
either incapable ot unwilling. The extent to which the 
mail rity on lerstand their own welfare, will determine 
the value of labor or service a single individual has in give 
as equivalent for the money he receives, The general ten- 



mum 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



4 

dency i« to obtain as much value In return for the money 
ii> possible, and in all branches of mechanical and scientific 
lull r ito present state of perfection fornii a standard and 
determines the degree of knowledge lemanded from i per- 
son in ..pier to be qualified for competition in thai 1 i 1 
Most of our tneclianical in lustrie* and technical professions, 
as manufacturing of machinery, i ngineering, navigation, 
etc. have attained a degree of mathematical perfection and 
precision, which make it impoaaible to enter ^- ' i« -l i ■ businesa 

wiili. .in ii certain degree of ability. Of a oerl in iber, 

however, equally qualified, greater or lew success will de> 
pend "ii ■ubordinato circumstances, independent of pr>>- 

fcaaional -kill. If tWO person- -ell the -nun- kin. I >.f g is. 

..in may succeed better than tin- other if In- pe iso aa c a per* 
-..Hal qualitiei appreciated by a larger number of people, 
The moat trivial eircnmatanee may serve i<> turn the scales 

in favor of "in' individual, ami tin- less | pie an- able to 

judge the true character <>f something they pay for, the 
more their choice will !><• influenced and decided by some 
minor, unessential point. 

It i- a well-known fact of lii-t ry that Inventors an I 
reformers have often been repaid with ingratitude by the 
people whose condition they endeavored t" improve; they 
w.-ic ii. . i the fittest for the Ignorant ma— of die people, 

'I'., some extent it i- -till the -; ■ today; n t the man who 

really contributes moat to tin progress of mankind is the 
highest respected and receive* the largest remuneration fur 
lii- services, but tin- one who know- best li<>w t«. pander to 

the ta-ie >.f the ltitmle r ilie privileged cla sse s. Tajce 

Darwin, for instance, who deserves the palm of all scientific 
investigati rs in thi- century, bow was lie recognised an I 

h ■.■ I in hi- own country 1 The high aristocracy, who 

in England, a- well a- in any otbei country, representH 
much power and wealth and a moderate intellect, did n I 
take much notice of bis wonderful an. I important discovery, 
while the Queen created the poet Tennyson, whose works 
do not possess BUy real merit whatever. :i lord. Ami a- to 
the ma- of the English an I the Americans a- .-ell. a prize 
fighter or religious mountebank wbe flatters their conceit 
and prejudices, i- a far greater person an I reap* ■ larger 
material reward, r*or people who will not or cannot ac- 
knowledge truth, the liar i- the fittest ami will succeed. 
The majority of the people letermine the direction in which 
the single individual must apply hi- efforts, ami thi selfish 
man \\h-. takes advantage of the mental Inferiority of his 
fellow-eiiizeii- and the defects of social Institutions, is the 

fittest and will 1m- the moat - isafnl financial^ while the 

man who devotes his energy to reforming ami amending the 
evil, will earn neither thanks nor reward : he collides on one 
side with the Interest of those who profit by 'he fault- of 
the multitudes, an. I on the other side with a power against 
which the gods fight in vain ignorance ami stupidity. 



CHAPTEB XI II. 
Povicm \xd l is Cm si>. M ATKi.Mu.N v nrnsa rn Law 

UK I Nil KIM TAN OK. 

When we are traveling between two places, a certain 
.listiiiice apart, ami know how far tin; |>oint where we 
happen to bo at a given moment is from either extremity, 
we .-jin calculate the time when we will arrive at, unr des- 
tinatiou, provided our -pe« . I remains the same. Hut if we 
find ourselves on an endless track, beginning ami ending 
we do not know where, we are unable to fix the point 
where we are and determine the distance behind ami l>e- 
f re us. In thi- position i- placed mankind, which is mov- 
ing from mi unknown source towurds an unknown goal, 
lying between the two extremities which we must loiiie- 
sllj assume, the beginning of life at a remote period and' 
the cessation of lite in a distant future: the relations of 
both -eeli n- lo human idea- of time we are unable to 
comprehend. Ami if von want to judge our social insti- 
tutions, the only possible way to do it, is t<> lo..!; backward, 
to compare the present with the past, with history, which 
w ill show the difference in favor of on,- period or tin- other. 
Thi- ha- been done in the preceding chapters, and the 

result of thi' comparative analysis reduces progress to it> 
oat iral significance the recognition of the physical laws 
which govern everything on earth. We found that these 

law- have existed alwav>. an 1 will continue to exist for- 
ever ami that all ref rUll must he in conformity with them 

in-iead ..f making futile attempts to supersede them by 
unnatural commandments. As a result of these laws, we 
recognised inequality in person and in Intellect, and as a 
natural sequence also in wealth, in money, This inequal- 
ity will remain SS long a- men live on earth, an. I it is not 
necessarily identical with poverty, of which it is. however. 

a common cause. 

Attacking a -<>eial problem, the first requirement must 
lie a clear idea iii what it consists. If we attempt to define 

poverty, we meet with the Same difficulty as in the ease of 

luxury ami necessity; it i- impossible to give i definition 
applicable to all oases under all eiraunstanee*. For con- 
venience sake, I would prefer to distinguish two degrees, 
poverty ami misery: To call poor those who t-utn enough 

I., keep off actual want, an I destitute those win are unable 

to procure the necessities of life ami must sooner or later 
Miccumb to the deleterious mode of living, ending with 
physical ami m ral degeneration, 

Looking hack in history, we cannot deny an immense 
progress in regard to the conditions oi the poorer classes. 

Such famine- ami epidemics a- in old time-, when thou- 
sands perished in 'lie Streets and roads ami whole districts 
were depopulated, are unknown in mir time-, thanks to 
the modern mean- <>f communication ami tin prevailing 

humane and cosmopolitan spirit. With the avowing de- 
mands ,,f life, poverty has been raised above its former 
level, and | pie living comfortable ami contented on s 
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certain income a bundled yean ago, would feel poor today, 
because life baa assumed a higher form. 

Investigating the causes of poverty, we moat distinguish 
two distinct groups, natural and human. The former 
embraoes the effect of the dynamic forces destructive to tin- 
work of man, earthquakes/ cyclones, floods, etc., over which 
we have bo control; the tatter comprises individual char- 
acters and social conditions, which arc the sum of individ- 
ual energy and inertness and a menace to correction within 

certain limits. These are il nly ones that can interest 

ii- be re, because they tall partly within the scope ef human 
power. We have of course to assume the case of a person 
coming into the world without the most advantageous 
legacy, money <>r equivalent value. 

As the first human or individual cause of poverty we 
timl innate physical and mental incapacity, congenital 
deformities and defects, which render a person unable to 
earn a living and make Ids existence a burden for himself, 
liis parents and society forever. Whether - ei< ty has made 
sufficient provisions t<> relieve poor families of »ueh onerous 
care, I am not prepared to state, Inn I am ready in declare 
what 1 consider a demand of humanity in such eases. It 
a child wa- h>.rn to me with heinous deformities and irrep- 
arable defects, I would pul it t<> death in a painless man- 
ner. There ought t<> he a commission of physicians to 
examine such cases on application of the mother, to decide 
whether it would he bettor for the cripple M live or not. 
<)1" course, the Christian imbeciles, who see i:i the whole- 
sale slaughter of battles, the brutal murder- filling the 

columns of the daily papers, the holocausts of railroad 

accidents ami other wanton destruction of life from malice 
or negligence, nothing hut the hand of god, will object to 
the destruction of life if it i- done from a rational, humane 
motive. 

Am the second cause of poverty, we timl Disproportion 
between the population and the natural resources, or, as ir 
in expressed in the general biological law-, rhe tendency 

of every species to produce more individuals than can exist 

under given condition-. The truth of this principle i 4 
frequently denied, because the population of the civilized 
countries has steadily Increased both in numbers and in 

wealth, which -imply proves that the limit has not been 
reached everywhere. Anj farmer knows that he can only 
keep a certain number i f sheep in an enclosure, and that 
they will become lean and finally starve to death if that 
number is exceeded, no matter how- many acres of fresh 
pasture may lie outside. Still people stubbornly refuse 

to see that it i- exactly the same with mankind, that want 

is the necessary sequence if people are crowded in an en 

closure where there are 00 mean- for .uhsi-leu -e • ami this 

i- jii-t the condition of large cities where destitution ami 

misery are mostly found. Let u- lake any largl city. I on 

don. New fork, Berlin, etc.. where over a million people 
live on a iparatively -mall place which produces abso- 
lutely nothing of the material necessary for th< subsistence 
of life, it is plain that lUcfa a community owes it- existence 
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to i he principle of division of labor, and derives its sup- 
port from converting raw material into article- ready for 
Use and effecting their distribution ami exchange, industry 
ami commerce. It was explained in a preceding chapter 
that luxury is not a well defined term and thai consumption 
and production can never he kept equally balanced. To 
.-[K.-ak of over-production a.- a cause of depression and 
want, can only he true of articles which are not directly 
used for subsistence ; to speak of want iu connection with 
over production of food ami clothing, is simply absurd, but 
in regard to most oilier articles of industry it is true 
euotigh. 

It is quite obvious that people dependent on the con- 
sumption of certain articles for an opportunity to obtain 

work, base their existence on uncertain, unstable factors 
which neither the state nor any private person can regulate. 
In every large city there is always s number of persons 
who earn barely enough for a precarious living from hand 
to mouth, and will be deprived of their livelihood by any 
commercial, social and political disturbance tl at may In- 
terrupt their special hranch of labor. And it is hut a very 
-hori -tep from poverty to misery. I- this inisproportion 
between labor-force and opportunity to employ it, net 
really over population | Then may he plenty of land 
UnOOCUpied somewhere else, but what good does it to those 
who iike the sheep, are couencd within the & mpa<s of a 
large city; It requires money to go there, to pay for 
transportation, to build houses, buy agricultural tools and 
provision- to live until the land begins to produce. For 
a man like Horace (irecly it wa- ea-y enough to say: "(iu 

West," hut a person stranded in a large eity without any 

SSjOajey, will find it difficult to follow thil well meant 
advice. 

( To be continued. ) 

old King Canute, so the story goes, bid tin waves ad- 
vance UO further and hi' got his feet wet. So the church 
has sought to tix the mental status of every age, bidding 
progress n t to pass beyond a given mark, but the command 
weni unheeded, and now the church has got it- feet cold. 

Man\ a caii-u i- lost by following bad advice. 

These are dull day-, friend-, a- all Freetbought pub- 
lishers know, and an effort to renew, with an occasional 
subscriber or two. would be valuable help in a trying time. 

Bible revision -till seem- to be in demand. From St. 

Louis c roes the report that a Sophomore student of the 

Washington University, that city, ha- undertaken a re- 
vision of the hook for the purpose of omitting all the 

"objectionable features.'* If thlS i- ever completed and 
published the orthodox will experience a -hock at finding 
how little there i- left in the revised work. 
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Persistence of Superstition 



When the Immortal Humboldt Announced 
that the Universe Was Governed by 
Law the Death of Superstition 
Came. 



(By Dr. T. .). Bowles. ) 
Science kmg OgO <lei si ruled t lint a 

high oilier of manhood. Intellectually ami 

morally, is absolutely im|nmsible in any 

human being whose mind is saturated with 

ilie wild beasts of superstition. As cer- 
tainly as n g I than icier wsasiirss 

nceiinitely I he teiii|ierntiire of the sur 
rounding medium, so does ■ man I super- 
stitions measure accurately his intellectual 

caliber and his i al character. 

To hasten the advent of the hrotherboo.l 
of man. and to inaugurate the reign of u 
DON and rational nUgioB, the intellectual 

and moral men of the world aw now work- 
ing together iii harmony to dig up. root 

and branch, the deailly l'|ias |r d' super- 
stition, which has poisoned Ik* brain of 
the huBUUI race throUgfl all the dark and 

bloody eentorioa The foundation <>•' this, 
the greatsst a»oreaaeul in the history <>r 
the world, was laid in the staring years of 

t he eighteenth century by the illustrious 

and immortal Humboldt, who proclaimed 

to the world the eternal truth, thai the uni- 
verse i- governed by law. This was the 
death knell of superstition; this was the be- 
ginning of the end of the universal nijjht 
that had enshrouded the minds of the hu- 
man race tin gh all the countless agon. 

At one fell swoop the pen of this mighty 
ami immortal man banished from ' he 
WOlM forever, the vast army of gods ami 

devils. <lei is ami ghosts, that hail proved 

upon the hopes anil happiness of the un- 
man race from the very beginning of man's 
pilgrimage upon this beautiful earth; at 

the very mention of the s icred mimi of 

Humboldt every bend should la uncovered 

and every knee should lone;: *he ground. 
Previous te the time uf rhhl llluotrioua 

ami Immortal num. reason was unchained, 
sad tli< wbite-wtngd ou«ri "df stienen 
was unprisoned in I hi i*ark, ?o»il ami tiltl.v 

dungeons of superstition. War. pestilence, 

famine, fgliorai misery ami degradation 

was the common heritage of the whole hu- 
man family. At the eloM of the great wars 
of sntiquity, Europe was divided into Ruo- 
sia anil Austria. Turkey an I Italy. Oer 
many ami England, Spain ami Portugal, 

and when Humboldl made hi- sppearai 

mi the earth the awful shadow of mediae- 



val superstition still hang like a funeral 
pall upon, all those count lies. 

The great continent of Kurope was lit- 
erally a mad-house, insane with supe sti 
tioii. Every event in Nature, every event 
in the life of man and nations was believ- 
ed to lie dii>' either to a g I or a bad 

spirit- to a god or a devil. Sunday was 
believed to be a holy day. a SSerod day. •! 
day entirely different from all other day-, 
and that god would damn anybody that 

indulged in any kind id' w irk, recreation or 

pleasure on this Holy Day. The poor, ig- 
norant masses believed that god himself 
was fatigued after Working Sf\ days in cre- 
atine the world out hf Bathing and actual- 
ly rested himself on Sunday. Friday was 
considered a devilish dav, a day different 
from all other days. : md unv Important 
Work done on this day glftd would see to 
it l hat it came to UOnght. Thirteen w as a 

very dangerous number, a number entire- 
ly different from all other numbers, and if 

thirteen people happened to dine together 
god WonM see to it that one of them would 
be killed or die in a year. 

Nearly everybody believed that the cra- 
ters of volcanoes were the lops of the 
chimneys of bell. The belief was univer- 
sal thai the world was just three stories 
high, the devil living in the basement be- 
loW the surf see of the earth; man lived 

in the si ml story on the surface, and 

just above the surface of the earth was 
a llrmnment, and this was the Hour of the 
third story, where God and his Son and the 
Holy Ohoal and the angels lived; it was 
slso believed that Qod ami the devil were 
engaged in a constant war. and that each 

of ite m worked night ami day in trying to 
capture the -mils of men, ami thai the devil 

being more sunning than god, suw ded in 

Capturing an infinitely greater number than 

Nearly everybody believed that eclipses 
ami comets, cyclones ami earthquakes woe 

manifestations of god'l wrath, ami that 
they were sure to be followed by war, fam- 
ine ami pestilence, The b •* of dead 

saints and sprons worn by holy women, 

ami heirs from the heads of martyrs, and 
pieces of WihhI from Christ's cross, and the 
milk from lie- Virgin Mary, ami the teeth 
ami finger nail- of holy men. and I he foul 
ragS Worn by Blthy saints, ami rusty nails 
from the cross, were used to frighten and 
drive away the devil and prevent Hoods and 
drouths. Counting beads, footing and 
prayer ami holy wafer Were relied on to 
stay the rOVOgeS of pestilence and lo pro- 
tect the people against the wiles of the 
devil ami the va>l swarms of leering Mends 
that tilled the air. Qod and the devil kept 



up a perpetual fight and the poor, ignorant, 

degraded ami miserable toilers of the earth 
WOTS helpless and hopeless between the 
nether ami the upper millstones. 

The students of .superstition should re- 
member that all the holy honks and divine 
lev Slot ions were written b\ men who were 

believers in these idiotic ami infinite ob- 
surdilies. For people living today in the 
full enjoyment of innumerable blessings, 
made possible by the Angel of Science ami 
the (ioddess of Reason, it is impossible to 

imagine the infinite horrors, suffering, 

degradation and sorrow caused by super- 
stition when Humboldt made his appear- 
ance in the world. 
By a strange coincidence that has often 

happened in the history of the human 
race, Humboldt was born when a ureal ge- 
nius was imperatival) needed to save man- 
kind from hopeless wreck ami utter ruin. 
All hope had lied from the world. When 
he was born, nearly every human being be- 
lieved* that god hail made a personal devil 
ami a lake .if lire and brimstone to torment 
forever a vast majority of the men and 
women that he had created, and that all 
I he poor little infants that were not sprink- 
led with holy water would be consigned to 

the flames Of On endless hell. 

Ill those days when the priests of super- 
stition had absolute Control of the whole 
human family, nothing ever happened bill 
miracles; nothing could happen naturally; 

every event eras oniised by gods, devils, 
imps, angola, ghaata, goblins end spooks; 
everything was supernatural, ami nothing 

but the blood of men, women and children 
OOUld appease the wrath of these mon- 
strous deuisens of the air. Nearly every- 
body was idiotic enough to believe that god 

had a son, ami thai god put him lo death 

ignominiouuly on a cross because the sun- 
ning devil persuaded an innocent woman 
to eat an apple. When Humboldt was 

bin n the inhabitants of nearly all the 

world were on their knees, pale as nn rp S l lS , 
and trembling with fear; the slimy sir 
penis of superstition were creeping ami 
Brawling in every brain; witches ami wiz- 
ards by the hundreds of thousands were 
being arrested, solemnly tried, convicted, 

hanged and burned, and even horses ami 

cows thai manifested any sign of superior 
brute intelligence were brought before se- 
olesiostieal courts, tried and condemned for 

being under the control of the devil, and 
leu m il lo ashes amid I he shouts of joy ami 
diabolical glee. When HuuihiMl was born 
the air was BWUrming with incubi and BUC- 

eubi that paid nightly visits to the bed- 
rooms of saintly urn and saintly women 
ami despoiled them of their virtue. All 

the languages of all the tribes and all the 

nations of the earth do not Contain words 
enough to describe I he awful abyss of 

crime, degradation and aiekedness Into 
which superstition had plunged the toiling 
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million! of the earth irben Humboldt Brat 
opened bis eyes on this beautiful earth and 
beheld the agonies, the sorrows, the suffer- 
ing! ami i he hopelessness of b insanity, and 
the mini is yet to be bom who ean estimate 
the MM of gratitude which all the Inhabit' 
a 11 1 s of earth for all time to some Awe this 
illustrious ami immortal benefactor of the 
human raee. The twelve labon "l the 
mythical Hereulea are all inaigniflcanl 
aehievemeuta when compared to ibr prtee- 
lc >s victories won for humanity by the im- 
mortal Humboldt. Hereulea Blew lions, 
poiaonoua hydras, the Btamphalian birds, 
armed with beaks and talons of iron; ho 
eleaned the Augean etablea ami tamed the 
hoists of Diomedea thai fed on human 
flesh; be alew ih«' dragom which guarded 
the tree on which the golden apples grew 
in the (tardea of the Heaperideaj and he 
■lew the dog CerabriM thai guarded the 

entrance to the lower regiona, ami treed 
Some of his friends from the tortures of an 

endless hell. These achievement! have 
made the name of Hercules immortal in 
the legends of Qreeoe, hut in the real Ins 

torv of the world the name of llumhddt 
will live forever, because by the magie and 

bloodleai wand of science he drove from 

(he clouds, the air ami the earth nearly all 

the wild beasts of Buperatition, ami made 
civilisation possible. 
By the operation of some strange law. 

not vet understood, his mind was thorough- 
ly attuned to the majestic plaj of the ster- 
nal forces of the infinite eosmoSj which ena- 
bled him to clearly see that the wickedness 

of the human family was entirely due to 

the universal belief in goda ami devils, and 

to profound Ignorance of the laws of na- 
ture, mid at the close of a long life he re- 
joiced |o know that his labors bud tilled 
the world with hope and happiness and 

banished forever from this beautiful earth 

the awful hosts of invisible llends that had 
for a thousand centuries made slaves ami 

paupers of the toiling millions, When be 

closed his eyes in death his triumph over 
the piiosls of Buperatition would have been 

complete ami his happiness unalloyed, had 

it not been for Spain ami Portugal and 

Ruaaia, who still continued to count their 

beads ami harbor the serpents of super 
naturalism. An example of the persistence 
of superstition, which is probabl) the most 
astounding fad in the history of the 

World, is the existence today in this ureal 
republic of a large number of idiots who 

are clamoring to have Buperatition taught 
to their children in our public schools. 

Mow long! <>. how long will it yet be 

In fore men anil women will learn that the 
priests oi Buperatition are their deadliest 

enemies, and that the priests of Nature arc 
their only friends? 

Ifuneie, 1ml. 



The 

Preachers Are Afraid to Give People the 
Facts and Allow Them to Reason 
Individually. 



(By T. c. JeSeriea I 

John I*. Qongh once said thai there is 
not a social, political or reli> i- privilege 

that vvas Dot bought by the bio id and tears 

ami patient Buffering of the minority. What 
is the minority! The minority is general- 
ly the few who art' right as Strains! tin- 
many who are in the wrong. 

Liberal thinkers and believer! may to- 
day be in the minority, but tbej are cer- 
tainly ami rapid!-.' gai mil in numbers. 

They an- gaining strength everywhere In 
America, despite the great bandica|M under 
which they labor. In th.i libraries of our 

great cities we find a thousand volumes 
mi suppression ami intolerance . • d Christ- 
ianity to every one volume on religions 
or menial liberty \re 1'icy afraid to give 

I he people food for tliou^lll t o- id for rea- 
Boningf Are they afraid to have the people 
think.' Are tbev ufru'il ! > -jiv- ihom faetS 
ami trust then: to use their own rensor-iou 
powers 1 Vis, they evrtamiy ire. This la 

the laud of tin free bill it is lh.- land of 

the physical ly, and not in an* nil v free Tlic 
good old Punt. .n fathers <mui- here seeking 
fr lom ami forthwith prows'ied to deny 

it to others. I'bere ar-- among us 

today ami. if powoiful enoujrh. they would 
doubtleaa have death ihe penalty for all 
misdemeanors . for failun io Iremblc at tl-e 

approach of i ■ >-i rsnu w ■ weild hear .1 
thundering "Oif with his head!'' or ''Col 
bis eyes out." 

Liberals may todi'v '.e in the ininoiity, 

but they are i- wuile ilti.iiloxy i» 

moulding am; 'rumbling away. Sinety-niue 

per cent of the pbysicallv am! mentally 

strong young men if the naiu n loda) m vcr 
r- 'o chin m: ml ' • • iis| y< ittig rum 
with gootl re! blood in hi- healthy bii v 
occasionally V ■■> find him-- if in a god* 

bona*, ie feel'i 4k J apok>9j/iiuj to mm 

fri Is Sad 1 •> lumscli f * hi> pit sen. o 

t here. 

The idea of the hereafter is born of the 

grave; hence «»o per eenl of the attendants 
at church an- the aged who haven't long 
to live here ami want to live somewhere 

else; the children loo young to know better, 
and Ihe weak who get from it their only 

social pleasure. 

The battle of FraethoUgfat, led by the 
genera bl of science, uiruinst the army of 
ignorance ami Buperatition, led by thick- 
neeked priests ami empty-headed parsons, 

has been a hard one, but it is nol the result 



Minority 

of a lone battle that decides a war. Our 

numbers are ineressing ami we are drawing 

on tin- church for our recruits. We are 

becoming strong and tin- church weak in 
an inverse ratio and this is en raging; 

The clerical fanatics throughout the 
country are trying to stop the awful dese- 
cration of the Sabbath, the terrible romp- 
ing on the -:rass in the parks, the heathen- 
ish open air concerts, and the hellish mov- 
ing pictures. Read what Robert B. Arm- 
strong, former Asst. Secretary of the I . S. 
Treasury, has to say mi this subject : 

"Pictures and music speak a univer- 
sal laniTiiaire. Young human beings 
have an appetite for plain fun thai 
bloodless old men ami iscelie old 
women constantly try to throttle. Boys 
ami irirls go wrong shnplv beeanse 
some one is sitting on tin- safety vulva, 
(live me SUOUgfa phonog rap h* ami lec- 
ture machines ami lei me have Ihe 
public schools tor two years, ui.-c a 
week, ami 1 will bring about a political 
reformation." 

The eraay elergy would, if possible, 

today have blue laws in every city, in every 
town; they would have compulsory church 
going, A happy face and a BSsiHttg 0009- 

ienaaee on Sunday would call for bo days 
imprisonment. A ball game by the boys, or 

a skate, or a littb Bating, would merit 80 

lashes, ami an expression of doubt would 
be a death warrant. These beggarly pulpit 
orators are today getting away with their 
••sway." but tin- lime will come when the 
world will awaken, and then it will won- 
der bow it ever came to stand for such 
si nil' al all. 

Cleveland. Ohio. 



ELEGY IN A COUNTRY CHURCH 
YARD. 



ilty M. l>. LorahJ 
The light 'a gone out forever, 

The body lies under I lie sod. 
That brain is lifeless ami mouldy 
Which believed in a miirhtv god. 

You have found al last, you believer. 

Thai we have no '-souls" to save; 
That the brain ami Ihe mind die together 

And their heaven is the grave. 

Oh. yon poor, priest-ridden Christian. 

I0H lie in the ground six deep; 
You have found ihe bible fiction. 

Ami death a dreamleaa sleep. 
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IMMORTALITY. 



The religiom desire for Immortality it baaed upon the 
bypotbeeii that any future life, if 1 future life ia u> l»e 
bad, will be vastly superior in every way to our present 
life, — :in existence of perennial bliss, :i place of habitation 
where neither pain or sorrow can be known. 

And yet bow contrary and antagonistic to such ■ con- 
dition must appear the conduct >>t" die majority of those 
pretending, or claiming, to entertain such 1 belie! ! I be 
whole Christian world i- rushing pell-mell into every 
soda) conflagration, and spend ■ considerable portion of 
their waking moments in studying out plans how best i<> 
extract the grea te s t amount of pleasure th ; s existence 
affords, Nor, indeed) are some 1 I thest believers in im- 
mortality over-cautioui or over-prudent regarding the kind 
ami character of the pleasures they seek to grasp. In 
utter disregard of their own theory, they live and ad here 

as if no pteasnn uld possibly be had when the* fitful 

fever of this life is o'er. Not one in j hundred of these 
Christian believers are in any great hurry t" reach this 
land of perennial bliss, but exhibit a desire to remain on 

this old earth until polled to lea v< by forces they can 

ii<>t control. 

Km all pleasure hypothecates pain. We would know- 
no day withoul the night. Even th<' poet wrote that 
''Spring would be but gloomy weather, were lu re nothing 
else but spring." Minus darkness, are could not appre- 
ciate the light There would he no ohl if are had no beat 
So it || with pleasure and pain. Every modal has it- 
reverse. We know of pleasnr dy as the antithesis of 

pain, hence, it' there can be no pain in a supposed future 
life, there can be no plea-ure, unless th<- surfeit of pleasure 
becomes pain. The desire for plea-ure. and the knowledge 
acquired of the ureal difficulties men experience In their 
efforts to attain it. may have really produced the desire 
for immortality and suggested the continuation of pleasure 

without pain. Still, the Capacity to enjoy implies an 

individual iseiousnesa that must l>e capable of realising 

the effect of both pleasure and pain. I t' thi- degree of eon 
seh usness be claimed, then it must follow that no pleasure 

ean he had that is not alloyed by pain, ami ihi- fact iiiu-t. 

of a necessity, destroy the popular notion of Immortality. 

The theological assumption thai a belief in immortality 
increases the total value of human life here, not true. 
Sueti a belief detracts from it. Bueh a belief encourages 
neglect of this life by inculcating satisfaction and content 
men! with unjust conditions in this life, upon a specious 
promise of a probable betterment elsewhere.. 

Beery possible concept] f existence must be based 

upon life and living as We know il her.'. Could the 
Christian believer eull all thai is best and most desirable 
from our present life, and with the mat. rial- tli ii obtained, 



-unci a place for future existence, it could not be such 

a- would make an eternal existence in the least desirable. 

1 1 is a well known psychological fact that what may 
produce happiness for one will have a contrary effect upon 
another. Human nature i- diverse. This diversity pre- 
cludes 1 he possibility of extracting universal happiness 
from a precise similarity of conditions, Heaven would 

he hell to one, while another would wish for neither. -No 
religion ha- vet built a heaven that i- calculated to pro- 
line happiness for all. and unless thi- can be done, anni- 
hilation i- preferable . 



hAUWIX COMMEMORATED, 



The San Francisco Materialist A-- elation, under the 
admirable leadership of -I. Kraut/., has recently celebrated 
the Darwin Semi-Centennial, through the medium of a 
public meeting. 

Il i.- tiitiiii:'. indeed, > that the thinker- of the world 
should pa\ grateful tribute to one whose mind and heart 
and brain revolutionised the world's thought, and by an- 

nounoing the truth- of evolution brought upon his devoted 

bead the « tbined opposition of all theologicol advocates. 

Even the so-called educated classes in England denied the 

great truths he had promulgated and SOUght to cover them 

with ignominy ami contempt Real intellect gave Darwin 
every consideration. Little by little his views crept into 
the growing literature of the nation. Men began to think. 
Belief halted. Demonstration offered proofs. Beicntino 

minds announced an acceptance, but the church, ever a 

stumbling block in Beason'i path, still opposed, for in 

Darwinism it- advocates -aw the overthrow of all theolog- 
ical cosmogonies, and a passing of the age of proscription 
and privilege, The lasl act in this great struggle was that 
Darwin, at 'hath, was given sepulture in Westminster 
Abbev. smong England'- irtvate-t dead. This was not 
Darwin's greatest triumph, however, for dissolution c om es 

HO matter where laid, but it was to be found in the attitude 
of those who had most bitterly fought his doctrines, in 
that they now accept them an I hypocritically declare that 

evolution i- the plan of deity for the nn fohlment of 
phenomena. 

Upon the occasion referred to, it is reported, an ad- 
mirable address upon "Science before Darwin Mid After.'' 
wa- delivered by lion. William IfDevitt, formerly Rag> 
istrar of the University of Washington. At dag sams 

meeting, Miss Head, -aid to be a errand-niece of the -Treat 
expounder of evolution, was also present to witness the 
exercises. Music and songs enlivened the program, and 
the reports indicated that the services were a gigantic 

success. 



Measured by modern scientific methods, and tiny alone 
■re right, ay*i i- an ever-diminishing quantity. The only 
question i-. how long must ii be before he is frittered away 
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RELIGION IN KANSAS. 



From private louroea we are given some small Informa- 
tion i • the off eel thai some Kansas judge has rendered ;i 
ilecifiion declaring thai the Christian religion, together with 
the Kililr. and all thai ii implies, may legally be taught 
in r |hej,|9)uiityea public schpi Is. in -pit • of easutitutfonal 

Brother W. II. Kerr, of the Church <>)' Humanly, is now 
engaged in ;i persiatenl war against an enforeemenl of thai 
decree and be in entitled to and should have the oourageoua 
support «>)' every Freethinker in Kansas in such an under- 
taking. The state baa no more rigfal to teach Christianity 
than it has Mohammedanism. Both are gross and sensual 
superstitions. Both are arrant falsehoods, teaching false 
cosmogonies and false ooocepti of moral conduct. Km 
such decisions will continue to be while personal opinion 
and persona] preferences can be delivered from the bench 
in the, guise of law, and this is one of the crying evils in the 
American judicial system. 

According t" this < l< ■< - i — i < • 1 1 the children <•<" Freethinkers, 
Jews, and all who are opp ted to Christianity, an nol 
only oompelled, by htw, '" attend school, bul when there 
they are also oompelled, by law, to study the bible and 
render ii lip servioe i<» the Christian religion. Two weeks 
ago the Editor's wife was called t<> Kansas to the bedside 
i f ;i >i<-l< mother. She took our daughter with her, being 
of scholastic age. It was Intended thai sin- should attend 
school in Kansas so aa to prevent the possibility <>f losing 
her grade, al borne, l>ut ■ request has now been made thai 
she pursue her studies at home and thai she be n<>t allowed 
to attend any school where religious instruction is t<> !«• 
forced upon her. 

Keep up the fighl Brother Ken. and may you gain 
strength in heart and mind, and find ample encouragemenl 
from the boati of liberty loving people in the West. 

A VOICE FROM THE PULPIT. 

Honesty i- al last making it- appearance in the orthodox 
Christian pulpit. Liberty "i' conscience and freedom of 
thought and expression find ardent supporters even in the 
most unheard "t" places. From p ants where the thinking 
mind would least expect it. arguments are offered and poli- 
cies advocated for which the Freethinkers have battled for 
generations, and ;it times, with seeming little hope of suc- 
cess. Little by little the li.le i- turning and with the 
march of the higher criticism the fables of orthodox re 
ligi< ii will soon l>e laid upon the shelf <>f antiquity. 

One of the hardest jolts thai has fallen upon tl hurch 

In recent years, came from the lip- of Rev. Samuel I). Me 
Connell, pastor of Al] Souls Church, New York City, while 
addressing the Episcopal Congress, in Tremonl Temple, 
;ii Boston. No advocate "I Freethought, not excepting the 
late CoL Robert G. Ingersoll, ever gave orthodoxy such a 
lashing it received from this preacher. We have been 



deeply and seriously Impressed with his utterances, and feel 
inclined to commend for his honesty and courage. But, 
before indulging in any eonnnent upon whal he said, we 
prefer to give a liberal quotation, from him us he is re- 

ported in the columns of the daily press. Among other 
things, he said : 
"Thej tell the children lies in the lesson papers now 

in use in hundreds of our Sunday-schools. They present 
myths or legends as realities. They give descriptive meas- 
urements id' a temple, such as never was, ami a tabernacle, 
such as never could he. 

••They leach history which children's day school I ks 

>ho\v is not true. They utterly ignore the results of a 
critical study of the Bible. 

^Unsafe I 

"Which is more unsafe, to tell children the truth ol- 
io tell fahles iii the name of religion, t'ahles which they 
are as sure to find out as they are to grow. 

"The world is amazed and Christianity OUghl to be at 
the spectacle of our den omi national divisions. 

"What hinders reunion! It is this spurious loyalty to 
dogma, not a Statement of truth, hut as harriers of a 

surely which i> the obstacle to the reunion of the divided 

church. 

"Think over the names of the Presidents of the United 
States, Governors of States, editors of great newspapers, 
great financiers, lawyers, literateurs, philanthropists, engi- 
neers, physicians. Nine-tenths of them hold themselves 
aloof from the church. 

"I h.w is it possible for a man of high intelligence 

10 he orthodox iii face of this fact?" 

The Blade has used similar arguments hut it has re- 
mained for one of the faith to denounce as "lies" that 

which is being taughl to children in the average Sunday- 
school. It sounds much better coming from such a source. 

The whole story of a Buffering savior is now shown to he 
nothing hut a myth, with very little of legend attaching to 
it, and a- things are taught in Sunday-schools that are in 
direct conflict with things taught in the public schools, 
a variance is presented, which, when the child reaches an 

age wherein ii is capable of tl ght ami reflection, must. 

produce a reaction, and unless stultification ensues, through 
any cause whatever, the mind is brought to a point where 

11 must reject many of the most important tenets nf the 
Christian faith. In this we find a candid admission that 
education is not a good thing for the orthodox faith, a 
position we have repeatedly taken and insisted upon. On 
these grounds Freethinkers have invariably sought to en- 
courage education in it.s widest sense, well knowing what 
the result must he, and this result is shown in the utter- 
ances of the preacher referred to. lie may ultimately 
lose his pulpit, ami meet the same fate as that which befell 
Rev. Crapaey, hut whether unfrocked or not he will he able 
to enjoy that supreme satisfaction of knowing that he had 
discovered a truth and had the courage to boldly express it. 

lint what 'lid Rev. McConnell mean when he declared 
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thai such ■ proceeding, Mich as he denounced, was 
"unsafe ?" Unsafe for what 1 For the people I Nol But 
for the ohurch. Is ii possible that truth is unsafe for ■ 
theological system that is t'< > 1 1 1 1 • I « • < I upon a divine revelation 
tripin it- god j if this position is correct it must follow 
that the revelath n is not true, for one truth will tit every 

i tin r tenth in the universe, bttly a lie will demand other 
lie* to' bolster it. If the ehnrch would birt follow the advice 
Hev. McConnei] sought to give, namely, to tell children the 
truth instead of teaching them fiction, the church could 
not long survive, for the teaching <>f truth must destroy ir. 
Then it m uld be unsafe for the church t<> follow Ins advice. 
Ii would be unsafe for the church to teach the facts of 
history, as concerns the religion it would promulgate. 

At the period, in Jewish history, at which tliis alleged 
Messiah was supposed to have conic upon earth, Palestine 
was tilled with foreigners, had become a veritable religions 
Babel, a theological chaos. The time was ripe for ■ re- 
ligions revolution such as had been Inaugurated in India 
six centuries before. It wns accomplished, and, as might 

have been expected fi i such a people in such an age, it 

resulted in a curious eomposi, or religious olla-podrida, in 
which the profound wisdom of Zoroaster and the childish 
superstitions of western barbarians were intermingled, u 
grand morality and a monumental absurdity elbowing each 
other like spectres in a wild delirium. From that day 

down to the present, the priest! I lias corrupted the 

human mind until even a McCouuell revolts against the 
jumble of self-evident absurdities, rejects its supposed 
rcvelati f a mere nursery tale, and seeks by the light of 

Science and Truth to find the cause and reason of existence 
1 1 is true, however, that the world has long been amazed 

at the denominational divisions among Christian believers. 
But this amacetnent has only been experienced l,\ the think- 
ing wi rid. With christian believers themselves, those who 
believe without thinking, these division- are Ian natural 
and they* are looked upon as perfectly proper. How could 

ii l»e otherwise when the whole system depends upon hu- 
man interpretation and construction 1 Even the bible pre- 
Rents no unanimity of opinion or teaching, for from it all 

-eel- claim sanction and authority, assuming each one is 
right and all others wrong. 

While it may he true that the brightest minds of both 
the present and the past hold themselves aloof from the 
church, vet common experience has shown that, as a rule, 
the desiring politician will play at religion for the sake of 

gettiug votes, lint what a concession is made by the 

assurance thai "nine- tenths" of the scholastic and leading 
minds of the nation "hoi, l themselves aloof from the 

church." If this he true then upon what class docs the 
church depend for its support, from what class is its mem- 
bership drawn! A truthful answer, given in the light of 
the statement above quoted, must l>e far from flattering to 
the church, and. upon reflection will show where the In- 
telligence of the country stands in regard to religion. 

The Christ ian religion will continue to be 10 long as the 



masses of the people are kept, in iterance. Until a higher 
education can prevail, the clergy will continue to Muff 
with threats of hell those whom they cannot bribe with 
the questioned fruits of their heaven. There is u strong 
veing of superstition even in the beat of men, and this 
psychological fact, has been useful to both church and 
clergy. The philosopher was made to yield to the un- 
answerable arguments of the Inquisition) but Philosophy 
yielded not an inch. 

When we reflect that in accepting his ordination. Rev. 
McConnell VOWed to disseminate the orthodox fictions he 
now denounces, ami perceiving the wondrous change that 
has been wroughl in his mind by education aside from the 
church, the people may indulge in a fond 1io|h> that the 
day, nay. the very hour, of theological proscription has 
p a ss e d, and an era of mental liberty is now about t<» dawn. 

There Ik- many still, who, through desire for personal 
gain, or this "egoism" of which Dr. Ilausiuan speaks, will 
continue the propagation of these orthodox idiocies, and 
it is to oombat these that Freethinkers must beep up the 
mental war. 

To CALIFORNIA FRIENDS. 

About one week ago, the Blade pressman, Kdwin T. 

Gordon, received word that his brother, Jeaae A. Gordon, 
had died at Yickshurfr, Calif., but upon identification if 

was shown that a discrepancy existed and tin- dead person 
showed no resemblance to Mr. Cordon's brother. If any 
of our California readers know of dose A. Gordon, or 

where he is located, we would he pleased to hear from 
them. He is about years of age and is re|R>rte<l to 
have married at Los Angeles. He has also been at San 
Bernardino, and at afarysville, He was a member »>f the 
California Guards, Co. K, 7th Infantry. Address Kdwin 

T. Cordon. Lexington, Ky. 

W hat is there in life for the man who has no friends! 
To win friends we must ourselves he friendly. Friendli- 
ness begets friendship. If we would win happiness for 
ourselves we must make happiness for others. This is 

the very oasenco of tin- gospel of Freethought 

The Blade is highly gratified at the pleasant reception 
given io its hound volume for 1908 by those subscribing 
for it and receiving it. This is decidedly encouraging. 
We were a tritle slow, owing to business difficulties, hut We 

managed to gel there. We will have another for 1909, 

* * * 

The deeds of great men oft remind us that other gener- 
ations are to follow and our thought should he what we are 

going to leave for them as coming from us. 

* # » 

An earthquake may remove a mountain in the course of 
a few seconds, hut the dropping of the gentle rain will do 
the same if ii is only given time. 
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WHAT ONE SUBSCRIBER THINKS 



Approves Dr. Hausman's Sentiments, but 
Thinks that the Blrde Has Not 
Broadened Out Enough to 
Do Real Good. 

(H.v II. T. Ahieus.) 

In writing this 1 waul to be trunk with 
you in regard t" ex-patrons' views of t!i<» 
Hlade. 

We think the Hlade is not covering 
enough grm»4. In plain language, it is 
too narrow. Of course. 1 realize and can 
plainly set-, that you arc broad-minded and 
that you favor a diversified < lass of read- 
ing, but J am aware that a certain number 
..I patrons have the idea that Freethought 
would cure all ills of our body politic, and 
they set up a howl if an article of reform 
politid puts in an appearance. As long as 

Freethinker! make lueh - sided demands 

and show such little tolerance, they ean 
only be classed with the narrow, bigoted 
religionists, who think everything will be 
lolved if the world was converted to their 
narrow belief. If these well-meaning people 

win. seem to dictate the policy of the Blade 

and hold it down to the diKUOtion of th! 
harm of the retrogressive I endem-ies 
brought about by the belief in a personal 
god and the infallibility of the bible. If 

these people would stop harping this song, 
and give their attention to political qiics- 
tiun.s. ami while they are studying these 
different demands of the different parties 
Would study with an unprejudiced mind 
the claims and demands of Socialism, they 
would come to the conclusion that there are 
more quest ions awaiting solution besides 
the demolition of religious inpentition. 

The present stale of su|ierslilious I elis- 
ions worship ami the power of the clergy 
hi bated on hypocrisy brought about by the 
dependency and uncertainty of life which 

the present generation is Facing. Bow 
many business ami profenrioml people 
would pretend to be religious if they wan 

economically tree.' The church's popular- 
ity and power is founded on hy|>ocrisy ; 
each one is trying to make I he rest of tin- 
world think that ( 'hrist lanity is the sign 
of respectability, ami that because they are 
dependent on other people wli > arc as mi eh 
hypocrites as they are, they cannot afford 
1.. baV! the ill will of those who contribute 
to their existence. If we had a dilTerenl 
economic sv -I cm. a system which would 
give each worker an equal chance for a 
living with the rest of the population, then 
people would be economically independent, 



and the] Wouldn't be in terror and afraid 
to „pcak their true sentiments. If eco- 
nomic Freedom was given today, it would 
only he a short time until we would see an 

emancipation from the domination of the 
churches. 

The emancipation from church power 
and the consequent resii Its will never hap- 
pen iiniil we have economic freedom, and 

since economic emancipation is the founda- 
tion on which religious freedom will be 
erected, the enlightened and broad Free- 
thinkers should not object if the editors of 
a Freethought paper broadens out into 
other questions. 1 had the pleasure of 
hearing Arthur IfjMTU Lewis, of Chicago. 
His lectures were simply grand. He knew 
how to interweave the tenets of Freethought 
with Socialism. I am certain his lectures 
would lad favor with the Blade readers. 

I was so discouraged with the monoto- 
nous reading the Blade furnished, -I mean 

diaoueeing the old question in the old way, 

that I aimed to stop I In- paper being sent 

to iii j iddreea But when Dr, Hausman's 

writ inns made their appearance, [ look 
on courage. Judging from the tone of the 

utlelea, I am hopeful that he will create 
u sentiment which was lacking with the 
majority of the Hlade readers. I am hope- 
ful that Dr. Hauaman'l articles will show 
i hat economic evolution must be had be- 
fore we can expect evolution of the mental 
kind. I am certain that after Dr. llaiisman 

gate through with his article!, the thought 

mode of the majority of the Hlade 's read- 
ers will see a change, and that it will 
broaden their views t > such an extent that 
they will not reproach you for admitting 

to the Blade columns articles treating the 
subject of political evolution and its rela- 
(iouahip to the making of a free and proud 

humanity a humanity which will rely on 
its own strength instead id' asking favors 
From a god in the skies, a humanity which 
will lose the belief in a hell of fire and a 

terrible ruler. 

We will then have a humanity which 
knows how to live and UM th.- demands of 
nature as a rule to live by. We will have 
a humanity who will be belter ami grander 
and more beautiful; who will throw aside 
all selfishness and reco-iii/e the rest of hu- 
manity as a pari of the human brother!) l 

and will surpass the present human being 
to such an extent thai l he present society 
will be spoken of as we do of tlx 1 period 
of the .Middle A'_o-s. 

I did not write the Foregoing for publi 
cation, but I got started on my sent ilnent . 
ami couldn't stop when [ ought to have 
done so. 

I beg your pardon for this explosion, 
but accept my congratulations on being so 
fortunate in obtaining the articles of Dr. 
Hausman. 

Spokane, Wash. 



HAS CREATION STOPPED? 

Pacts Drawn from Science to Indicate that 
Creative Processes Are Still 
Ooing On. 

(Hy .Joe I!. Thorn ) 

life is the product of a body of ade- 
quate size, and supplied wit ! i proper ele- 
ments, in pawing front a heated state into 
a oold one. 

It is stated by scientists everywhere that 
the heat of the earth would hare destroyed 
anj genu thai might have happened to be 

upon it when lirsl formed (by the sun.) 
The germ — the soul -is either electricity 
or else something closely related to that 
Luce, as lire, light, magnetiam, etc. No 
matter how hot a body is. it could not have 
deatroyed any of these foreee. Then-fore, 
I hold, thai it could neither destroy a germ. 

If you take a grain of corn and beat it. 
you may cause a dilintegration, but is the 
germ dest roved ! 

Remember this: You may annihilate 
form, but neither force or material. The 
condition, and not the substance, can be 
destroyed. Possibly in the grain of corn 
cause , there was ti > il isi in egrat ion, but 
simply an alteration of condition, which 
keeps the grain of corn from being capable 
of reproduction on account of the destruc- 
tion of the germ cells. 

We believe that the earth was capable 

of creating only c -ell organisms. I 

don't suppi.se that there is a man living 
who ever saw this done: bill there is no 

reaaon for doubting it. 

If all now living animals were verte- 

bratea, we would have reaann to believe 

that the earth stopped crcajing long ago. 
But such is not the case. The animal king- 
dom stretches from man. the u ig best of the 
vertebrate family, down to th - lowest one- 
cell organiam. Therefore, we hold that the 
earth slopped creating only i short time 
ago, or else '-In the lepid currents of I he 

equatorial streams, in the marahai of the 

Torrid Zone, or in the rank elmoapherC or 
a gloomy southern forest. Mother Farlh 
still displays, unseen by human eyes, her 
ration! forms of present creation." 

It is true that condition! have changed, 

but can we deny that there is still enough 
perpetual (external) heat in the Torrid 
Zone to keep up tin- process of creation? 
This question remains to be answered. If 
creation (in lowest forms) was still going 

on, could man tell it .' Another unanawer- 
able queetion, The invisible flora and fauna 

of the air which we ( slant ly breathe. 

could not have been created millions of 
years ago. 

If the earth can creale one germ, it can 

create II sands at the same lime nnd 

place. 

The Horn and fauna Created by the earth 
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at (he same time ami place will be one 
species. Species may be derived from 
other spceics. inn i be earth was espable of 
producing i variety itself. Bv a blending 

of species, we are kin to all fauna (as well 

as Bora), but if we deny relationship (by 

blood) I" certai n animals, we are at least 

all akin by direct deseenl (neeent) from 

M«.| her Nature, lint we have, al least, got 
(<> claim kin with some lower animals, as 
the earth is incapable of creating verte- 

bratee. 

The ancestors of man must have been the 

lirst created, as he is the most perfected. 

If the human race has a distinct line for 

tttelf, the i ikey. at least, hail his ancts 

tors created not long alter man's.- or ;it 

tli" same tin ler different conditions. 



"HOLY THURSDAY" THOUGHTS 



(By The Chaplain.) 
(Inspired in st. ftfsry'i Cathedral daring 

Pontifical High Mass and blessing the holy 

oils; Bishop OVonnell and high dignitar- 
ies celebrating with all their ,4 glad rags" 
on.) 

Midst all the pomp of their barbaric ihoW, 
Where Reason has no place -dethroned 
entire - 

I watch the pnppeti danee, low. bending 

|0W, 

As scenes are shifted by a priestly liar. 
Tis not of man] I horn, this worship here 

of some strange phantom there beyond the 

skies; 

It shows the blighting slain of craven fear, 
A craven's worship of the priesthood's lie -. 

There is no end to worship, h.ve or fear - 
Great Nature sways the world, and sways 

it blind; 

There is no soul to live beyond the bier— 
Imagination of the rankest kind! 

INCLINATION, THE CHURCH, OR 
REASON. 



Wh.ch of These Potentian Agencies Do We 
Follow in Regard to Life and Conduct? 

(By J. 0. Watklns.) 
It is probable that all Hie people In 

the world, who are sutiicient ly Intelligent 

to have any Idea of right and wrong;, or 
the qualits of life and conduct, are influ 
< need ami more or MM governed by one 
or tl I her of the above named potential 

agencies 

Both, as regards Individual actions ami 

our general OOUrse In life, are moved either 
hv natural Inolinat ion. religions belief or 
teachings, or by reason. Kven when wo 
endeavor to lollow the teachings of the 



church or to be glided by t he d ! ctate 8 or 
reason. Inclination wPI so assert itself as, 
Tor the time being a» least, to be the con- 
trolling Influence in our life. There are 
si. me, of course, who believe that natural 
inclination might be tocepted as a proper 

gttide and the rule ( f lit'. Imt this Is an er- 
roneous and absurd idea. Natural lnoll- 
atior.s are the result of hereditary ten- 
dencies which have come down to us from 
our savage and; barbarous human ances- 
tors, and more remotely from the anlmaJ 
beings, from wroin man eras evolved. The 
tendencies in us to do what civilization 
says Is wrong-— that is. the evil propensi- 
ties and dispositions in BOS— even in the 
best of us, Is a remnant of the animal na- 
ture In us — not yet entirely eradicated, 
even after centuries of evohiution. 

To .follow natural Inclinations, therefore, 
is retrogrescion. rather than progression. 
The teachings of the church are partly 
true and partly false— partly rational and 
partly mjthlcal and superstitious.— partly 
good and partly evil. rn so far as these 
teachings calculated to promote morality, 
make p. ople better, more truthful, honest 
Humane, and happy, they are good, but 
wh. re such teachings and beliefs engender 
sectarian strife and the spirit of Intoler- 
ance and persecution, they are not good. 
As before stated, religious teachings are 
both rational and superstitious. We may 
assume that the rational beliefs and teach- 
ings of religion are always good, and con- 
cede that even some superstitions or Ill- 
founded beliefs may be influential for good 



Still One More. 

loNF, CALIF. Enclosed lod ey 

Cor $2.00, lor which please send me one 

copy of Dr. Bauamian'i new book on Evo- 
lution II. DUT8CHKE. 

' 

And Another One. 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. Please 
send me a copy of fjp, ,\. Banaman's book, 

'• Man's Origin ami Destiny." for which I 

enclose cheek for 12.00. T II. ARCULA 
Kirs. 



Would It Do Any Good? 

.CLEVELAND, 0. Would it not be well 

for Freethinker! throughout the country to 
petition Preoidenl Taft, asking him to rec- 
ommend in his messages to Congress, the 

passage of laws providing for the taxation 

of all church properly, or amending the 
Constitution to that end 1 This might do 



In the lives of some people. That is,— 
that belief in (led. heaven, hell, immortal- 
ity, future rewards and punishments, and 
all that, may make some people more 
mi ral and more particular about th> ir 
conduct than they might otherwise be, an? 
that under the Incentives of hope of future 
reward, or fear of temporal or future pun- 
ishments, they may be held to a certain 
line of life and conduct that becomes 
habitual. 

Indeed, we know that men have been en- 
abled by this means, cr under such Influ- 
ences, to throw off the chains of certain 
evil and harmful habits and to become de- 
cent, respectable and useful citizens. Of 
course, their motives and the Incentive* 
that Influenced them at the start were not 
of the highest order. Probably the chief 
incentive was fear, and that which they 
feared did not really exist. Still In their 
case, at least, it was I -Recti ve and the re- 
sult was good. 

Hut admitting all these things, it is cer- 
tainly better in all the affairs of life to 
depend upon the guidance of enlightened 
reason. We want to ris. to the high plane 
of loving and doing right for its own sake: 
of abstaining from wrong because it is 
wrong. We want Intelligence enough to 
enable us to see and to understand that 
whether there Is future rewards or pun- 
ishments or not. that it is not only our 
duty to do right, but it is the only way 
that brings real happiness and makes life 
worth living. 

Kanawha Falls. W. Va. 



no good, hul surely petitions of this kind 
eoming from all parts of the country at 
the same lime, would do no harm. In this 
connection, the fact that President Taft is 
a Unitarian might be to the advantage of 
Krect bought. T. C. JEFFERdXS. 



Praise for the Blade. 

DENI80N, TEX. I have noted with 

satisfaction the great strides in Improve- 
ment of the Blade during the past two 
yean, and shall keep up my subscription 

to it so loll!? as it Continue! on the upward 

sc. t. v. liUNSON. 

Approves Our Plan. 

KANAWHA FALLS. \V. VA.— I read 
with interest your article in the Blade thia 
week, and 'l agree with your ideas as u> 

plan thai you indorse. What arc wau^Ltis 

a general national organisation, or federa- 
tion, of all Freethinkers and 1 1 lx-r:i Lin i tul 



.•.♦a ^.Ck ^Cu 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ •^^▼^▼▼^▼▼^▼^^♦▼^▼▼^^•^▼▼^^•^^ 

♦!♦ 

Cbc Blade's Correspondence 

§ ^ftavsAsh^^a^a^^^^*-^ ^^ gf^L e^ l^^f^i^^i^ih^^^^^^h^^^ftn^Afcjdfcn^fcg^ ftsA^fee. ^6*. ^6*. 
' ^fr^ ' W ^ W ^ay^ cy^^^^^^^^gy^^a) ey^ o^^^e)^^^^^<y^ 4/^^y^^y^^y^^s$^^^^^ 
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rd people, n<> matter what their Individual 
tin' imiHMtance of organization and the 
difference of belief or decree of unbelief. 
There are certainly a few general princi- 
ples on which we are all in accord. no 
jialtcr how much more or less we may 
believe about other question*. Everybody 
•dmuld be left free to speculate and theor- 
ize all they want to, but all should be Mr* 
nest and sincere seekers after truth and 
willing to accept it when they find it. 

not Atheists, nor 



ic strict sense of 
to believe — and I 
in support of the 
an Kternal Intelli- 
-a vital element in 
may itself be ma- 



Many Freethinkers are 
even Materialists, in tl 
the word. Some prefei 
think there is evidence 
belief — that there is 
jrent Force in Nature,- 
matter, which while it 
terial. differs in some respects from what 
is ordinarily regarded as matter. But what 
Iocs it matter particularly what we may 
*ecerally believe, — we want to be an or- 
ganized body of earnest seekers for truth, 
who are trying to elevate morality ami 
human well-beinjj in the world. In union 
theie is strength, and as an organized 
body we will be helpful to each other and 
command more respect than we do without 
such general organization. — J. 0. WAT- 
KINS. 



Give Fm Fits. 



Thate what " i HE 
KARUET SHADOW. 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, doas to the 
Coicei of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded by the churcl 
•lament. Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade hn* 
been ao widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthoddx critics — which 
Is sufficient proof that It 
la all right It haa cre- 
ated a bensatlon In con- 
aervatlve circles and 
auaed conaternatlos 
among the clergy. 

It la enthualaatlcall; 
•ndor «d by leadlnf. 
Freelthlnkera through- 
out the world. Tou al 

know how Hurt can write and In thla booV 
he la at ilia best. It la an elegant volume 
fit to ornament the finest library: containing 
422 pagea, printed on hea./ e*K-shell paper 
and bound In o«-blood cloth. 
Plica SI. 60, postpaid 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 




Murray's Clearance Sale 

Byron's "Forbidden Fruit," Paul Berts 
Jesuit Morals," Tolstoi'? "Root of Evil," 
Sllcox's "Sacredness of Man." "Livingston 
and the Boers," Murray's "British Land- 
lord," "Moses and the Prophets," "39 
Propositions of a Pagans Religion," "The 
Open Challenge," "Ten Commandments," 
B:ble Texts, etc., etc. The total retail 
price of the lot comes to 60 cents. I will 
send the whole together, postpaid, for 25 
cents. These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lowers of Voltaire, Thomas Paine and Aris- 
totle. They will not please Atheists. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 

246 St. James St., Mtntreni, Canada. 

POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 




Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 

Birmingham 

iville 



Savannah 

Jacksonville 



/icksburg 

Shreveport 

New Orleani 



For 



W. 0. 



prints 



O P. A., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 



PHF PROCESSION of PLANPTQ 

1 1 * ^ IS THE GREAT NEW BOOK. IF TOU *V 1 u 

sonde, why the Earth tnonei, write to the author lor I 
tttrlpilnnof lt:lt showsthe true moilomol muter. Address 
FRANKLIN H. HEA10, Station A. LOS ANGLLtS, CtTMCBtt 



JUST OUT! 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these songs for the 
benelii of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
■tOT wilh Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 




"BILL 1 



BILL'S fVVENUE 

makes yuu cheerful and 
thouithtful. It Is n personal 
department luthe WHEEL 
OK LtFE that (trows on ycu 
You find yourself waiting 
with Interest for what "Bill" 
has to say next. 

"rtN f\/V\E,RIGrtN 
MADONNA' is,, Mr. 

lal rii ii inn:: In the WH K.K.I. 
OKI.IKK. It Is written hy 



Mary Is es Todd, theatilest writer of Liberal 

fli'tion sinoe Grant Allan, and is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

THE. WfiB&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
oKK.INS. theorlKln "f MarrliiKe. of BthlCS, 
of KellKlon. of Brotherhood, of the belief 111 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, t renting all subjects 
In sucbaclear, plalnund spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken out and they become as In- 
teresting" as a novel to even the casual 
reader. Send lOceutsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a Quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF 
DRONE" by Joseph Medin Patterson, 

author of "A LITTIjK IIKOTHKH OKTHK 
KIOH." sent without extn chnriie with a 
tt months' trial subscription to the WH BBL 
OK I. IKK. Address 

UFE PUB. CO., Desk A, St. Louis, Mo. 



NaumarTs Orchestra 

K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, IMano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 
or Clarinet. 
Other instruments Added if Des.red. 
Over 500 pieces of the beat music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 



Phone 128 1-2. 
SIGOURNEY, • 



IOWA. 



$2,000.00 SALARY! 

WANTKIt. The ('hutch of Human- 
ity wants ii competent lecturer and organ- 
izer to do Held work in teaching the dis- 
cn\ erics that no real god exists and th..t 
death ends life forever; and to afgMMM 
those who lean: them into local hrancu 
churches. A salary of $2,000 annually is 
offered for the services of a man or wom- 
an oompetenl to lill Uu position. For par- 
ticulars, address 

W. H. KERR, 
Great Bend, Kansa3. 



Be Sure and Subscribe) Par 

Secular Thought 



Fortnlfjhtly Journal of 
In Poiltict, 



of the 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - J. Spencer Ellla. 

Published at 185* Queen St. West. To 
/■onto. Canada. Tenna, $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copiea. 10 rents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellla. "Secular Thought," 
185V* Queen St. West, loronto, Can. 

*>oks. printing, etc., ahould be addressed— 
C. M. ELLla, Proprietor and Publlaher. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 

What can be nicer and ir.ore aultable 
for auch gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In Ring, Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for »10, $20 
and up. They are Indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in its orbit; neither do they 
?ver depreciate In value. Or n Gold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHE8 

Large (6) size Elgin. Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-filled, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-cnased, 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
Jewels, HI; 16 Jewels, adj., 115. Small 
(0) size, 7 Jewels, $11; 15 Jewels, $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wit guarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAIN8, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest styles, best filled, $2, J3, $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) size. Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned." gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
"Gen'l Stark, 15 Jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand," 17 Jewels, adjusted, 91 « .50; "John 
Hancock," 21 Jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In 
open face screw case, $1.00 less. Also, In 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated. Jewelry, Rings, Silverware, m- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Guage, and my tract, '•The- 
ism In the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lota oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN. 

La Orange, Cook County, III. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 

SEEDS 

Frash, Reliable. Pur* 
OuarantMd 10 Please 

Errry Gardener and 

PUnterihoulil teat the 
euperlorn.rr'.uiof C"-r 
Northern Grown Seed.. 

special, arm 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will send, pout mild our 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

i ass . ao Day Toaate . ■ a to* 

I pkf. Wii.il Radtah . . • . 10a 

I pkf. S.IMirowlna Mary . . • SO* 

I pk(. Karlj A rr.w h.tl ( ahnaea . . • U* 



Write today! Sand 10 canta to hatp par paatMa ami 
parking and racalva tha above "Famoui I U»c»lon," tu- 
aatbar with our N«w and Inetructiva liard.n Guida. 

OREAT NOKTHKKN SEED CO. 
1SS1 Boae 8t. Rockfurd. Illlitula 




"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 

Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so If you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 

of the many thous- 
ands who want to 
explore this Won- 
derland ? ? ? ? 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

La instituted a new 
department, whose 
special work it is 
to put within the 
reach or every one an opportunity to 
aee the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. :: :: :: :: :: 
For lull particulars address 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Bulldlnfl, San Francisco, Cal. 

~ waTeVpowe>~motors 

and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY ft MFG. CO, 
Cleveland-So. Brooklyn, Ohio. 
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SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OK 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The saint- being t.uurt quotations rrot> 
Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless 
ed Savior," "IJaalatns Ass." ".Mary Christ", 
"Our Friend, i he Devil,'' and otiier person 
age* of sacred memory. 

These are suituble for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading the "§lad tld 
Ings of great joy." 

Until April I, 1909. address— 

FRANKLIN* HEALD. 

Clrclevllle, Ohie 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as Important a. 
Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc you believe that we "grown-ups,' 
end eve.i i lie Children, sh.iuld know »» 
much about ourselves a« we know abo* 
FUhe.''. |*|ijWtT< nn I Fiogs? 

Do you believe in Better Kiogeny, a Mori 
Elevated Race p.r.yway'. 

If so, send '. 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at «49 South Mali 
St.. I.os Angeles, California. U. S. 1 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3*. 
cents surup8. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



A New Booklet showing up the contradlc 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus t he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 26c. 19 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco, Cal 



SEEDS 

BUCKBEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

r eUe> to buil.l New Healetee. A trial will 1 
■ ~H permanent customer. 

Han »p3«2i^ 



.4. to build 

uTcoiia 



II the finest ; Tenia. T tplaiulM ! o.k... t lira! varie- 

I Use; ta aert.f .a.a.ri.if h ; nr n in all. 

' *i l V K \ N 11 l l> TO FLKAKE. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 

SEND 10 CENTS 

l u> ooraf poaUfa and packing and racana tela aelueele 
i cullactlos of Kerda pualpald, i. » •:. mr •>'« ' 

. Inalrurtlte. Ilfaullful Seel end I'lant Hook, 
. talU all about tha Ucet vailatl 



licet taxlallai of Saadi, Pianta. ale. 



LI. Buckbee, |V1 ^ocfeoWAll 



k .. ■ i«ii.. > l iai i a t > . 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

Tliis is the Gloated Hook of modern times on 1 1 » « ■ theory <»f Evolution applied t<> Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Gran Blade, making a book of nearly 600 pages, The author lias 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernrl Haeckelt and tin.* grout Jpm philoeopher has accepted the dedication. 
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Subscribe Now and Save Money 

A 1U- barges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

Tin- first chapten are now in tin- prese and publication in book form will Immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now 



Subscribe Now 



JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning 

The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure=Class Ideals of Education 



By PARKER H. SERCOMHE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

"Expert breeders and trainer.- of horses permit their own children to fade and die for warn of applying 
the knowledge they have bul do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but 1 few 
gen em ti o n s of intelligent -election, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Bnrbank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species. - ' 

"Man has not yet started to live a mind -directed, reasoned out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, 9I.OO <j>15.00 the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St., Chicago, 111, 



